VAVI LOV' S GARDEN 1.

ACT _ONE

SCENE ONE

The dimMy |lit stage is dom nated by
a laboratory table and several work
desks, one of which is covered with
a white cloth. A heavy netal door
is stage right. A squat wood stove
casts a flickering light. A sinple
sanovar or teapot is on the stove.
Fl oor-to-ceiling banks of specinen
drawers dom nate the background.
Two | arge framed phot ographs hang
prom nently. The first is a
slightly bemused JOSEF STALIN. The
second is TROFI M LYSENKO, who | ooks
down with a stern, alnost denonic
stare.

ANNA, a young research assistant,
enters carrying a lanp. She sets it
on the desk with the white cloth,
and the stage brightens. Her

cl ot hes hang | oosely. Yawning, she
ti ghtens her belt another notch.
She slips on a lab coat, then a
heavy jacket over it. She takes a
book from one of the desks.

ANNA
Here we are:

(readi ng)
"Plants have devel oped various adaptations to survive the harsh
Arctic climate. Sonme freeze solid and |ater thaw. Sone grow | ow
to the ground to avoid the icy w nds."

(crosses to the stove, pours a cup from

t he sanovar)
"Sonme plants cluster together to protect one another. Those that
fl ower do so quickly and spectacularly in the short grow ng
season. "

And all the varieties that could not adapt ... are they lost to
us forever?

(the PROFESSOR enters briskly, carrying
a metal specinmen box)
Oh! Good norni ng, Professor.

PROFESSOR
Anna.
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PROFESSOR ( Cont)
(sets the box on the table)
So you're on watch. They haven't returned?

ANNA
No, not yet. I'mafraid | overslept.

PROFESSOR
Don't make it a habit. You' re not a student anynore.

ANNA
| won't.

(a beat)
| was reading about life on the tundra. Fascinating.

(Prof essor checks the book cover)
PROFESSOR

Andreyev. A good choice. Volkov is better.
Is there tea?

ANNA
VWhatever it is, it's warm

PROFESSOR
That's sonething at |east.

(he gets a cup)
Damm that boy! The fire's running | ow.

ANNA
Shall | go out and--

PROFESSOR
No, | told himto scavenge in the upper galleries. W'll see what
he finds.

(Anna points to the netal box)

ANNA
| don't recognize this | ot nunber. \Wat are you working on today?

PROFESSOR
| found it in Vault 3. Some dear old friends.

(renoves jars full of seeds)
Yes. Excellent. Ah ... these are particularly interesting.
Eragrostis tef. Have you heard of it?

ANNA
No, | don't think | have.
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PROFESSOR
Teff. It's one of the original cultivated grasses. Tiny black
seeds like grains of sand. W collected this sanple in Abyssinia
in ...

(lowers his glasses to read the |abel)
January, 1927. You know, | acconpanied the Director on that
expedi tion.

ANNA
The Director ... yes. Dr. Givov told ne sone of the stories he'd
hear d.

PROFESSOR
Givov has a way of ... enbellishing.

ANNA

So tell nme, what was it really |ike?

PROFESSOR
Oh, where to begin.

(increasingly animated as the nenories

rush in)
It was ny first time out of the country. W sailed through Suez
to the Red Sea and on to Djibouti. Then by train across the dry
savanna and into the nountains. |I'd never seen the Director so
happy. Like a child, |eading the pack animals, up and up, until
we reached the grassy plateau overlooking the Geat R ft Valley.
New di scoveries at every turn ... it was his Garden of Eden. He
spoke a dozen | anguages by then. Oh yes! And he learned a
smattering of Amharic so he could converse with the |oca
farmers. To find out their secrets. He said ..

(an imtation of the Director's voice)
"There are thousands of years of know edge in these farners’
heads, Dmtri. They are the true scientists. We're just catching

up. "

(Anna | aughs to see this playful side of
t he Professor)

ANNA
Does he really sound like that?

PROFESSOR
W were strangers to them CQutsiders. But we never had a probl em
because the Director |istened and gave them his respect.
That's the kind of man he is.

(pauses, smiles as a nmenory returns)
| renmenber a neeting with one of the village chiefs. A huge
spread was | aid on. Roasted goat, root vegetables, stacks of warm
enjera bread made fromthis very grain. And a thick, yeasty beer
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ANNA
Oh, just the thought of it.

PROFESSOR
It was everything they could offer. Mdre than they could afford.

(ELENA, another scientist, enters

qui etly and busi es herself behind them

| i stening discretely)
We filled our bellies, and afterwards, the Director made a great
show of thanking the chief with gifts of fine cloth and a bone-
handl ed dagger. The chief introduced his youngest daughter
beautiful girl ... and the Director expressed his gratitude in
their own | anguage, as best he could. What he didn't know was
that the Anmharic word for introduce is very close to the word for
prom se or betrothal. Needless to say, he wasn't expecting a
bride. It took all his considerable powers of persuasion to | eave
the girl behind.

(in a professorial tone)

So then ... what is the | esson?
ANNA

[t's ... | don't--
PROFESSOR

Syntax is everything!

ANNA
O course! \What an adventure! It nust be amazing to travel the
wor | d.

PROFESSOR
If it weren't for the Director, | never would have had the
chance.
ANNA
Conrade Vavilov. | do want to nmeet hi m soneday.
PROFESSOR
When this is over, |I'll introduce you--
(a sudden series of LOUD CONCUSSI ONS; a
fine dust falls from above; he | ooks
up)
Qur norning rem nder. Do you have to be so dammed punctual! Now,

where was |7?

ELENA
CGetting the girl in trouble.

PROFESSOR
But it's a true story. True enough.
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ELENA
True or not, sone stories are best not told. They could put us
all in danger.

(rmore concussi ons and dust)

PROFESSOR
Conpared to that?

ELENA
You know what | nean.

PROFESSOR

| do. But unless you think these walls have ears--
ELENA
Oh dear! How could | ever believe such a thing?
(Anna senses the tension between them
ANNA
"Il go check on the barley section, shall 1? Yes.
(she coll ects her book and exits)
ELENA

You know | have the greatest respect for the Director's work. But
there are sone ...

(nmotions to the portraits on the wall)
who have a different opinion. She's a bright girl, wth a bright
future. Whuld you risk it with your adventure stories?

PROFESSOR
If I didn't know better, Elena, 1'd call those notherly
instincts.

ELENA
Sisterly, maybe.

PROFESSOR
Should I hide the truth from her?

ELENA
W have the same goal, you and |. If that neans guarding the
truth ... saying the right things to the right people, then so be

it. The Director would want that, wouldn't he?

PROFESSOR
| wish | could ask him

(El ena turns away; a groggy, dishevel ed
DR. GRI VOV enters)
Dr. Givov. Filip! Are you awake?
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DR GRI VOV

Is this the restaurant at the Hotel Astoria?
PROFESSOR

No, ny friend.
DR GRI VOV

Then I'mdefinitely awake. Have they arrived with the ration? The
shel I'i ng has begun.

ELENA
They are | ate.

PROFESSOR
Let's give thema few m nutes

(approaches Dr. Givov)
Tell me, what were they serving at the Astoria?

DR CGRI VOV
Oh, ny! Sol yanka. The tenderest veal you can inmagi ne. Tonatoes.
Baked Canenbert. Cherries, red and ripe. And bread ... real

bread. Imagine it! The waiters were so attentive, and ny plate
was piled so wonderful Iy high.

(a long pause as he relishes the image,
interrupted by a sudden KNOCKI NG on the
nmet al door)

Thank God, they're here!

(Elena opens a slit in the door at eye

| evel)
ELENA
It's about tine. Password?
PASHA (O S.) SONYA (O S.)
Tur d! Epi ... Pasha, don't. It's
epi phyte.

(El ena unl ocks the door. PASHA and SONYA
enter, frozen to the bone. Elena closes
and | ocks the door behind them Pasha
crosses to the stove with a shuffling,
awkward gait carrying an arnful of scrap
wood. Sonya, brittle and pale as fine
china, reveals a cloth bag she's been
hi di ng beneath her coat. As Pasha feeds
wood into the stove and Sonya

di stributes parcels and returns ration
cards to each person ...)
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DR GRI VOV
Food! You are an angel, sweet lady. Howis it out there?

PASHA
C-col d!

SONYA
Let's see ... the streetcars are still frozen in place. No news
fromthe east, but nmaybe that's good news. The daily ration is
down again, |I'mafraid. To 125 grans, if you can believe it! And
there's no butter to be had anywhere, except on the black market.

(a beat)

Oh, and | saw a curious thing on the Nevsky ... a child pulling a

sled with the corpse of a snmaller child lashed to it.

PASHA

(sol em)
W apped in a blanket. Poor little thing.

SONYA
But one of the stewards upstairs did give ne this jar of |inseed
oi l.

(delighted, she pulls a jar from her
coat pocket)
If only we had sonething to fry with it.

PROFESSOR
['lIl add it to the larder, shall [|?

(accepts the jar from Sonya; stores it
in a locked drawer. Anna enters and
Sonya gives her the | ast parcel. Then a
nmoment approachi ng reverence as each
person unw aps their neager ration. Some
eat fast, sone slow, as the distant "al
clear" sirens wail.)

DR GRI VOV
Interesting. | detect a note of pine needles today, and ... could
that be a hint of wood shavings? How very rustic!

ELENA
What vi ntage goes best with pine needl es?

DR. GRI VOV
Oh, a fine Geek retsina, without a doubt. Wuld that we had a
bottl e.

(Sonya pulls a knife from her pocket)
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SONYA
| like to divide mine into thirds so | can have three proper
nmeal s during the day.

(Pasha approaches Anna; hands her what
appears to be a piece of blue glass)

PASHA

| got this for you. It's c-candy. You can eat it. It's sweet.
ANNA

You' re sweet. Wiere did you get it?
DR GRI VOV

The sugar war ehouse burnt down ... they dig it up fromthe

basenent. A bit snoky they say, but otherw se perfectly fine.
(gives a | ook of encouragenent to Pasha)

PASHA
Yes, the man told nme it was good.

(he gently takes Anna's hand, lifts it

to the |light)
Look. If you turn it this way, it |looks |ike a heart. A blue
heart.

ANNA
| see it. Thank you, Pasha.

PROFESSOR
Now t hat everyone is here, we can tal k about today's assignnents.
Anna, | want you to work with Dr. Ivanova on the Peruvian
subsection. |'ll expect a conplete review by the end of the week.
Dr. Mshkina, you will continue your reclassification in Vault 2.
Givov ... | think we'll give your eyes a rest today and put you
on general duties.

DR CGRI VOV
| shall be at full strength tonorrow

PROFESSOR
Oh, and Pasha, | don't want to see another hungry rodent |ike I
did yesterday in Vault 3. Since all the cats have gone m ssing

we'll have to rely on you. Do you understand?

PASHA
Yes, Professor. K-kill the rats.

PROFESSOR

Good lad. well ... ?
(Pasha sl owly understands and exits)
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ELENA
Can we re-visit the question of evacuation.

(audi bl e grunbling fromthe others)
Yes, | know. If ... if we don't start making preparations now -

PROFESSOR
W' ve spoken about this. The decision was made to wait for
further instructions.

ELENA
|"msorry, but | disagree! Lake Ladoga is frozen. They're
building a road across it as we speak to break the bl ockade. If
there's an opening, a breakthrough, even for few days, we should
be ready to nove sonme of the collection out of the city.

PROFESSOR
W' re safe here, as |'ve said--

ELENA
Saf e? Qur safety is just an illusion! W could be overrun any day
now, and then what? | have a husband and son waiting for nme in
the East. And it's only Decenber. |I'msorry, but how nmany of us

will even be around to see the Spring?

SONYA
She has a point. One hears stories of people being killed for
their ration cards. If they knew what we had stored down here,
shudder to think--

PROFESSOR
Enough! We have our work to do. And until I'mgiven orders to the
contrary, we won't be breaking up the collection. |Is that clear?

(a general, grudgi ng assent)
So go on then ... to your tasks.

(Sonya and Anna exit; Dr. Givov
crosses to the stove)
El ena, could you ...

(she stays behind, reluctantly)
|"maware of the risks, but nowis not the time for this. If
condi tions change ...

ELENA
Dmtri. You can't always--

PROFESSOR
Until then, can | rely on you?

ELENA
And when the tine cones, will we all have a say in the matter? O
wi ||l you decide for us?
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(she exits; Dr. Givov having w tnessed
t he exchange)

PROFESSOR
How can | ... she will not back down.

DR GRI VOV
My wife, bless her gypsy soul, was never one to hold her tongue.

PROFESSOR
How could | forget. Her passing was such a--

DR. GRI VOV
Yes ...

(after a nonent to collect hinself)
She had a | ow opinion of you at first, do you renenber that? Well
of course you do, she couldn't hide her true feelings. She warned
me back then to stay away fromyou and your | ot.

PROFESSOR
Qur lot?

DR CGRI VOV
| deal i sts. Men of principle. They made her unconfortable. Wo
knows, nmaybe that's why she married ne. It's ny nature to be

cautious. It's probably why I'"mstill here.
PROFESSOR
Am | doing the right thing, Filip?
DR CGRI VOV
A cautious man doesn't give advice ... or ask for it. He does
what he's told. He does what he has to ... if he wants to live to
see the Spring.
PROFESSOR
W will ... and then we'll raise a glass to her nenory.
DR CGRI VOV
She'd like that. Now, if you don't need ne, 1'll be having ny

dessert at the Astori a.

(Dr. Grivov yawns and exits, |eaving the
Prof essor al one. He picks up the jar of
seeds; to the audi ence)

PROFESSOR
| dealists. Is that what we were, N kolai? | was content to stay
in the |aboratory, lost in ny own work. But you had bigger ideas,
didn't you? A whole world to explore. Secrets to unlock. And we
were young. Too young to be cauti ous.

(More)
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PROFESSOR ( Cont)

(a beat; a sudden KNOCK on the netal
door startles the Professor; another
knock; he crosses and warily opens the
slit)

Passwor d?

MAJOR TIKHVIN (O. S.)
Maj or Gregor Gregorivich Tikhvin. Representing the People's
Comm ssar for Agriculture.

PROFESSOR
That's not the password. Who are those nmen with you?

MAJOR TIKHVIN (O S.)
Here are ny orders. Open the door.

(a sheet of paper pushes through the
slit; the Professor reads it)

PROFESSOR
|"musually told of any inspections.

MAJOR TIKHVIN (O. S.)
O | could cone back with nore soldiers ... and your replacenent.

(a beat, and the Professor unlocks and
opens the door; MAJOR Tl KHVI N di sm sses
unseen guards and enters, wearing a
mlitary uniform greatcoat, and a
vul pi ne expression)

MAJOR TI KHVI N
Don't worry, Professor, this isn't an official inspection. Your
facility has fallen under ny command and | wanted to have a | ook.

(surveys the scene as the Professor
| ocks the door)

Yes, | see. Are there other sections?

PROFESSOR
Four storage vaults and two snaller sleeping roonms. If you'd
like, I can arrange a tour and try to explain what we do here.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
That won't be necessary. | have a science background. It's sone
sort of botanical nmuseum correct?

PROFESSOR
Museum ... no. We have nore than 200,000 varieties of seeds and
root stock gathered fromevery corner of the planet. It's the
| argest collection of its kind in the world. Unique. And that
doesn't begin to describe the know edge contained in our
archi ves.

(More)
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PROFESSOR ( Cont)
(skeptically)
Were exactly did you get your science background?

(Maj or Tikhvin ignores himand consults
hi s not es)

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
And you have a staff of eight?

PROFESSOR
There are five of us now.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
These are people you trust?

PROFESSOR
They have earned ny trust, yes.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Good. To answer your question, | didn't study in Leningrad ... or
Moscow, as you did. | spent two years at a provincial college.
Before the nation called ne to a higher purpose.

(the Professor is uninpressed)

PROFESSOR
Two years.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
| may not have your credentials, but | understand the inportance
of seeds and dirt |ike any good son of Russia. The sickle is just
as inportant as the hammer.

PROFESSOR
Then you know how vital it is to preserve this collection.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
My job is to observe and nmake the proper recommendati ons.

PROFESSOR
To whont

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
My superiors. Fromthere, well ... information rises, step by
step. Who can say how far?

PROFESSOR
And after your reconmendations?

MAJOR TI KHVI N
| wait for ny orders.
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PROFESSOR
Li ke any good son of Russi a.

(the Maj or shivers)

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Do you keep it this cold to preserve the seeds?

PROFESSOR
That's what we tell oursel ves.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Yes, they warned ne about you. About your ... nmanner.

PROFESSOR
And what manner is that, exactly?

(Anna enters, carrying a specinmen vial)

ANNA
Prof essor, | have a question about the ... oh, I'msorry.

PROFESSOR
Anna, this is Mjor, uh--

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Ti khvi n.

PROFESSOR
Yes. Anna is, was, one of ny students at the Institute. Conrade
Ti khvin and | were just discussing the virtue of getting one's
hands dirty.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
And the inportance of trust.

(approaches Anna)
A student? So many interesting things being taught these days. So
much to learn. It can be confusing, | imagine.

(Anna | ooks for help fromthe Professor)

ANNA
| had excell ent teachers.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
You know what they say: education is a weapon. It depends who
holds it ... and where it's ained.

ANNA
| suppose so.
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MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Oh, it's true. You're a soldier. We're all soldiers now Your
t eachers shoul d' ve taught you that.

ANNA
We do what we can. For the nation

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Well trained, this one.

(he I ooks to an increasingly annoyed
Pr of essor)
And what el se have they taught you? What are your thoughts on,
oh, let's say ... the process of vernalization? No? You nust have
some opi nion on Conm ssar Lysenko's work?

(Anna is visibly flustered)

ANNA
Vernalization? I ... | think it can be a useful technique ... if
applied in the proper manner ... | mean--

PROFESSOR

Thank you, Anna. That will be all. Wuld you tell Dr. Ivanova |'d
like to see her? Pl ease.

(Anna exits)
Have you cone here to observe or interrogate us?

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
There are questions ... lines of inquiry need to be foll owed.
That's all. The Conmm ssar wants to be sure the people working for
himare of alike mind. We're in a war, and the eneny thrives on
chaos.

PROFESSOR
| prefer people who have mnds of their own.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
The prisons are full of such people. | think you mght know sone
of them

(beat)
But let's not get off on the wong foot, Professor. May | call
you Prof essor?

PROFESSOR
If you're here to learn. Shall | call you Conrade?

MAJOR TI KHVI N
Maj or will do.
(More)
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MAJOR TI KHVI N ( Cont )
(exam nes contents of the |ab table)
Most of the professors, at |east nen of your reputation, had an

opportunity to | eave before the bl ockade. | understand you have
no famly ... why are you still here?

PROFESSOR
There is work to be done. Why are you still in the city?

MAJOR TI KHVI N
| admre your devotion. But isn't this ... all this, really just
a nonunment to one man's vanity?

PROFESSOR
|f you are here to learn, | could teach you about the Director
and hi s work.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
The Director? Your friend Vavilov no |longer has that title.

PROFESSOR
Oficially.

(eyes the Major warily; after a beat)
You nust know the termtrue-to-type? No? It's a comon bot ani cal
term

(no response fromthe Major)
Seeds that are true-to-type produce the sane plants, year by
year, generation by generation. Unchanged. The plant's offspring
remain true. Do you understand? Gving the plant a new nanme won't
change that fact. And giving its name to an inferior variety
won't nake the other plant stronger.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
That nmay be true for seeds, but we live in a world of nmen. Men
change, or they get plowed under.

PROFESSOR
A wrld red in tooth and cl aw.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
A worl d under attack at the nonment, or haven't you noticed?
Titles and personalities are neaningless in any case. The only
thing that really matters is keeping the nation alive. Today.
Tonmorrow. Next year.

PROFESSOR
One hundred years.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
How s t hat?

(El ena enters)
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PROFESSOR
Dr. lvanova, this is Major Tikhvin. He's here to evaluate us for
t he Conmi ssar.

(El ena offers an enthusiastic handshake)

ELENA
It's a pleasure, Major. \What have you heard from Moscow? W get
so little news these days. How is Conrade Lysenko and the rest of
the | eadershi p? Safe, | hope.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
Fromall reports.

ELENA
Good. Good. They are constantly in our thoughts. Isn't that
right, Professor?

(a cold response fromthe Professor)
We've net before. No, I"'mcertain of it. Was it ... was it at the
Smol ny, perhaps?

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
No, | would have renenber ed.

ELENA
|"msure you're right. Still, there is sonething famliar about
you.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
|'ve only been in Leningrad a few nonths.

ELENA
So you cane here after the bl ockade. That was a very brave
deci si on.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
You assune it was mny deci sion.

ELENA
VWl |, brave nonet hel ess.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
| f you insist.
(an unconfortabl e silence)

ELENA
So, Major, how can we help in your evaluation?

MAJOR TI KHVI N
You could give ne a brief tour ... if | could take you away from
your work. The Professor wouldn't mnd. Wuld you?
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PROFESSOR
Not at all. I"msure you'll find Dr. Ivanova to be nost hel pful.

(as Elena and the Major begin to exit)
Renmenber, we have no secrets when it cones to the People's
Conmi ssar for Agriculture.

(El ena and the Professor trade gl ances)
ELENA

You nmust tell nme all about the Comm ssar and his | atest
di scoveries ...

(El ena and the Major exit; Anna and
Sonya enter cautiously)

SONYA
This is trouble, I knowit. What does he want?
ANNA
He caught me off guard with those questions. Vernalization. |I'm
sorry, Professor.
PROFESSOR
Don't worry. One bureaucrat is the sane as another. We'll tel

hi m what he wants to hear.

SONYA
And what is that?
PROFESSOR
Wat ever hel ps him keep his position, | suspect.
SONYA
| was there | ast year when they took Karpechenko away. | saw the
bl ack vans. The secret police. | watched themdrag that poor man

down the hallway. The sound of their boots. The | ook on his face!
"1l never forget--

PROFESSOR
You nustn't dwell on it.
SONYA
He had the | ook of someone | ost, soneone who- -
PROFESSOR
You cannot - -
ANNA

Pasha! Pasha's in Vault 3.

SONYA
That's right!
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PROFESSOR

Ch, Christ, | forgot!
ANNA

Should I tell himto hide like the last tinme?
PROFESSOR

No ... no, | can't put himthrough that again. Christ!
ANNA

He could | eave until the Major's gone.

PROFESSOR
There's an escort waiting outside. Too nmany questions to answer.

(he weighs options; to Anna, quietly)
Quick! Get ne one of the spare |ab coats, then go find him
Hurry!

(Anna lifts the sheet fromone of the
desks, searches drawers)

SONYA
Wthout this job, there is no ration card. And wth no card ..
it's worse than Karpechenko.

PROFESSOR
No one is being dragged out of here, | prom se you. This Mjor
Ti khvin doesn't have the power. And why woul d he care? Wiy woul d
anyone up there give a damm about what we're doi ng down here?

SONYA
You nmake insignificance seemoddly conforting ... but still--

(Anna pulls a lab coat froma drawer)

ANNA
| found one.
(as Pasha enters, proudly holding a
LARGE DEAD RAT by the tail)
PASHA
| got one! |I'm Pasha the C-cat!

(he makes a snarling cat sound)

PROFESSOR
Now is not the tine. W have a visitor. Listen to nme, Pasha! Do
you know what that neans? Ch, do get rid of it.

(Pasha | ooks around, carries the rat to
t he wood stove)
Not in the stove!
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(Pasha | ooks in several drawers and
deposits the rat in one of them

ANNA
Here, take this.
(she hands Pasha the | ab coat)
PASHA

| don't have to hide in the cabinet? It was dark and | couldn't
br eat he.

PROFESSOR
Just sit at a desk. Over there. Keep quiet, and read a book.
PASHA
But | can't read ... not so good.
ANNA
Pretend. Don't worry, I'll be right here.
PROFESSOR
| f he asks you a question ... | don't know, cough. Pretend to be

ill. There's enough of it going around.
(Pasha coughs in an exaggerated fashion)

SONYA
This i s nadness! You can't pass himoff as one of us.

PROFESSOR
What choice do | have? He's not supposed to be here. They'd send
himstraight to the front. He wouldn't | ast a day.

SONYA
We never should have taken himin. | told you when Anna brought
himhere off the street ... like some kind of stray. | said he'd
be trouble.

PROFESSOR

The boy would be dead if we hadn't. Look at him

(Pasha cl owns around with Anna as she
hands hi m a book; he dons the | ab coat,
finds a pair of glasses in the pocket
and tries them on)

Pasha, what did | say?

(Pasha coughs agai n, then nmakes a
zi pping notion across his |ips)

SONYA
Madness!
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ANNA
(to Pasha, out of earshot of the others)
The gl asses make you | ook very ... well, here, push them down so

you can see over the top.

PASHA
You'll sit next to ne ... right here?

ANNA
Yes, don't be afraid. The Mjor probably won't even notice you.

PASHA
What book am | reading.

(Anna gl ances at the book's title)

ANNA
It's called "The Biol ogical Myths of Mendel and Mrgan”
PASHA
Sounds i nportant.
ANNA
I f you don't care about the truth.
(beat)
Ch, but don't say that to the Major. Don't say anything.
PASHA
Did you try the candy | gave you?
ANNA
|"'msaving it for l|ater.
PASHA
For | uck?
ANNA

Yes, for luck. Now pay attention.

SONYA
Kar pechenko wasn't the only one they arrested. Three of his
col | eagues di sappeared the next day. Just |like that. Gone.

PROFESSOR
| know what happened.

SONYA
Because they worked with him Because they were tainted by him

PROFESSOR
This will only work if we keep our nerve. Al of us.
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(Sonya gl ares at Pasha)

SONYA
Fromthe street. Like a stray cat.

(as El ena and Major Tikhvin enter,
engaged in cordial conversation)

ELENA
| suppose it is like a library, Major. | never thought of it in
quite that way.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
You could | end out seeds to the people. What do you think of the
i dea, Professor?

PROFESSOR
This is not a lending library. The Great Library of Al exandria
did not lend out its collection to the people.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
And it was burnt to the ground, if | remenber ny history.

(notices Sonya and Pasha)
| see you' ve gathered everyone. Just as well. I'd |ike to begin
with--

(as Dr. Givov enters, a bit runpled;
surprised at Pasha in a |lab coat and
gl asses)

DR CGRI VOV
A thousand pardons, conrades. Ch! Have | m ssed sonethi ng?

PROFESSOR
Maj or, you haven't met Dr. Givov, Dr. Mshkina, and Dr.
Pashkov.

(Elena gives the Professor a confused
| ook)
MAJOR TI KHVI N
You said there were five of you. | count siXx.
(Pasha coughs | oudly)

PROFESSOR
Five staff nenbers and nyself. | thought that was clear.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
| know what | heard, Professor.

PROFESSOR
Neverthel ess. The group is assenbled for you. Pl ease.
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MAJOR TI KHVI N

Very well. As I've told the Professor, | am Mjor Tikhvin,
representing Conrade-Director Lysenko and the People's Comm ssar
for Agriculture. | wll report to Moscow on all activities
related to the Departnment and its operation within the Leningrad
District. You'll see me here fromtine to tine. Al reports and
questions for the Conm ssar will pass through ne. Am 1 clear?
SONYA
When will our rations be increased?

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
| have no control over rations, Doctor, but I wll ask. Even
under the current extraordinary conditions, we expect you to do
your jobs. In fact, we may ask you to do nore than you believe is
possi bl e.

SONYA
More! Did he say nore?

MAJOR TI KHVI N
The Comm ssar has expressed an interest in this collection of
yours. Why? | can't say. He nust have his reasons. | will be his
eyes and ears, and |I'll nmake certain his orders are foll owed.

PROFESSOR
We're at your disposal, Mjor. \Watever you need.

(rising)
Now, |I'msure you'll want to get back before the next wave. The
Germans are nothing if not precise.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
W have tine.
(approaches Pasha)
Pashkov, is it?

PROFESSOR
If | could just have a nonent to discuss--

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
You seem rather young to have a doctorate ... Dr. Pashkov?

(Pasha coughs; everyone el se freezes;
the Professor searches for a plausible

response)
PROFESSOR
Dr. Pashkov cones to us from... from-
ANNA

He's from-
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DR GRI VOV
He's not really a doctor, not in the formal sense. No, now
Prof essor, we don't wish to mslead the Major. | found the young
man on ny last trip to the Uals. He's the son of a farner with
very little formal education, |I'mafraid. But he shows a rare
insight into the workings of nature. Taught ne a few things about
the prevention of root fungus, | can tell you. A botanical

savant, if you will.

(approaches Pasha, who assunes a

dignified air)
He's a perfect exanple of, what are they calling them... the
bar ef oot scientists.

PASHA
A perfect exanple.
(a long silence; will the deception
hol d?)

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
The Comm ssar wel cones those who are, like hinself, not tainted
by bourgeoi s theory.

ELENA
There's no chance of that.
(anot her bal eful 1ook to the Professor;
Pasha coughs agai n)

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
|"m surprised you' d have such a person on your staff.

PROFESSOR
As | said, all points of view are wel cone here.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Are they?

(turns to Pasha)
Dr. Pashkov, what is your current project?

(Pasha coughs again, violently this
time)
PROFESSOR
|"m afraid our coll eague has a bad case of bronchitis. O worse.

(to Pasha)
Maybe you should go and rest, Doctor.

(the Maj or backs away slightly)
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MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Still, 1'"d like to hear his story. Your current project? You nust
be wor ki ng on sonet hi ng.

(Pasha is frightened, he | ooks to Anna;
after a very |ong pause)

PASHA
Uhh, rats ... and mm ce.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
| don't understand.

PASHA
['m... I'"'m... Uhh--

ANNA
He's devel oping a strain of wheat that is less attractive to
rodents. Twenty-five percent of the crop is |ost that way, you
know.

DR CGRI VOV
Yes! Breakthrough research. Little devils can't stand the taste.
Genius, really.

ANNA
Geni us.

(the Major he wites in his notepad;
after another perilous silence)

MAJOR TI KHVI N
You see, that's the kind of work we need. Practical work for
practical uses. Imrediate results, not all this ... theory. The
future of Soviet agriculture depends on young nen and wonen |i ke
t hese two.

(anot her | ong cough from Pasha)
Get that seen to, Pashkov, because when | return we will have a
conversation. The Comm ssar will want a full report of your
findings, | have no doubt.

(this pleases Pasha)

PASHA
Yes, we can tal k.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Dr. Mshkina, is it? W' ll talk as well. And |I'Il| pass al ong your
guestion about the rations.

SONYA
Thank you, Maj or.
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MAJOR TI KHVI N
Prof essor, |'m beginning to understand why | was given this
particul ar assignnment. It's already been a | earni ng experience.
You can expect ne again soon with many nore questions.

PROFESSOR
We won't be goi ng anywhere.

MAJOR TI KHVI N
What are your security arrangenents?

PROFESSOR
At |least two staff nmenbers are here with the door | ocked at al
times. No one gets in without the day' s password. Except for you,
of course.

MAJOR Tl KHVI N
Keep it that way. And 1'Il have a guard posted at the entrance
upstairs.

(the Professor tries to mask his alarm
PROFESSOR

| don't think ... wouldn't that draw undue attention? We haven't
had a problemso far--

MAJOR TI KHVI N
The guard stays. We'l| neet again soon.

(turns to El ena)
Thank you for the tour, Doctor. Very enlightening indeed.

(El ena nods, opens the door and the
Maj or exits, to collective relief)

DR GRI VOV
Charm ng fell ow

ELENA
Unexpect ed.

PROFESSOR

The two of you seened friendly. Anything we should know about the
Maj or ?

ELENA
| wouldn't use the word friendly. And whose ridicul ous i dea was
it to dress up Pasha?!

SONYA
The Maj or saw right through your little masquerade. You could see
it in his eyes!
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DR GRI VOV

That story about the Urals ... | don't know what came over ne.
PROFESSOR

So much for your cautious nature, Filip. No, I'll take

responsibility for Pasha.

PASHA
He asked ne ... | couldn't lie. | was afraid to |lie.

SONYA
We're all conplicit now Rat-resistant wheat! Wiat were you
t hi nki ng!

ANNA
| didn't--
PROFESSOR
Before the Major returns, we'll conme up with a plan. Pasha, you
can take off the coat, but keep it close by, just in case.
PASHA
So, am| still a doctor?
PROFESSOR
The new guard will be a problem He'll note our com ngs and

goi ngs, so we can't have you fetching all the firewod and water.
It would | ook suspi ci ous.

ANNA
| can hel p.

SONYA
| can barely find the strength to walk here in the norning. Let
al one carry water.

PROFESSOR
We'll all pitch in as best we can. For now, please return to your
assi gnment s.

(Anna, Pasha, and a dubi ous Sonya exit)

DR GRI VOV
Let nme see what | can find in the archives on nouse-resistant
wheat. You never know what the barefoot boys will believe.
(he exits, leaving only the Professor
and El ena)
PROFESSOR

Lysenko and his barefoot scientists. And why barefoot? Have they
rejected the concept of wearing shoes, or can the Party not
(More)
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PROFESSOR ( Cont)
afford to supply then? Tell me, why nust we answer to these
si npl et ons?

ELENA
You know why, Dmtri. Because the Conm ssar val ues doctrine over
| ear ni ng.

PROFESSOR
At what point did scientific ignorance becone a virtue?

ELENA
What about your sinple Abyssinian farners? Didn't the Director
call themthe "true scientists"?

PROFESSOR
There's a difference between a thousand years of traditional
knowl edge and ... magical thinking. Conm ssar Lysenko is a
charl atan. And a very dangerous nman.

ELENA
And if you truly believe that

PROFESSOR
Yes, yes. |I'l|l have to tread carefully with this Mjor

(muffl ed sounds of sirens, followed by
nor e concussi ons and dust)

SCENE _TWO

A sleeping area with two sinple
cots, a chair, and a lantern. Dr.
Givov sits on one cot, reading a
book, with Pasha asl eep behind him
on the other. Anna enters
tentatively fromthe darkness.

DR. GRI VOV
Anna!l Cone in.

ANNA
| don't want to wake him

DR. GRI VOV

Pasha? The boy doesn't sleep, he hibernates. The bl oody Luftwaffe
can't wake him You can speak freely.

ANNA
| ' m keepi ng you up.



